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Local residents want to see 48 acres of land in the Foothills preserved as a park.
Image Credit: Contributed

Residents look for support creating new park in Vernon
By Charlotte Helston

June 09, 2016 - 10:30 AM

VERNON - It’s an iconic view of Vernon often used to illustrate the beauty of the city, and many people would
like to see it preserved indefinitely for public enjoyment.

Residents of the Foothills, located at the base of Silver Star Mountain, want to see a bluff above the
subdivision turned into a roughly 50-acre sub-regional park. Wynn Polnicky, with the Foothills Community
Association, says hundreds of that community’s residents support the idea.

“It’s a spectacularly beautiful viewpoint,” Polnicky says. “It’s the view from that bluff that Vernon puts on
things like its Official Community Plan because it provides the best view of the city and its environment. You
can see Okanagan Lake and Kalamalka Lake spread out below you.”

But the land is currently private property and those who hike up to enjoy the view are technically
trespassing.

“People treat it as if it’s already a park,” Polnicky says.

Users have formed a modest trail through the unique wooded area and up to the bluff.
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The area of the proposed park.
Image Credit: Contributed

“In addition to being a spectacular viewpoint, it’s also rare in that it’s an old growth forest existing in an urban
environment. It’s uncommon to find that inside the boundaries of a city,” he says.

The land is held by three separate owners, and Polnicky is encouraging Greater Vernon to be prepared when,
and if, the properties go up for sale. He believes the land is too steep for development, but isn’t ruling out the
possibility.

“I think it’s worth thinking about now and being prepared when that opportunity comes up,” he says.

Polnicky will present to the Greater Vernon Advisory Committee June 9 and director Mike Macnabb says they
will hear him out.

“The big stumbling block there is the land itself is highly prized and expensive,” Macnabb says. “We’d love to
buy everything, but we can’t.”

Greater Vernon has created several new parks lately, including the former Camp Hurlburt site, the park at
Swan Lake, and a park atop Middleton Mountain.

“It’s not without precedent,” Macnabb says.

He’s interested in finding out if the community association would be willing to help raise money.

“In my view the priority is determined by how willing the public is to get behind it,” he says.

To contact a reporter for this story, email Charlotte Helston or call 250-309-5230 or email the editor. You can also
submit photos, videos or news tips to the newsroom and be entered to win a monthly prize draw.

We welcome your comments and opinions on our stories but play nice. We won't censor or delete comments unless
they contain off-topic statements or links, unnecessary vulgarity, false facts, spam or obviously fake profiles. If you
have any concerns about what you see in comments, email the editor in the link above. 
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Foothills park promoted
Residents urge Greater Vernon Advisory
Committee to purchase land
RICHARD ROLKE / Oct. 6, 2017 5:00 a.m. / NEWS

Pressure is growing to establish a park in a Vernon

neighbourhood.

Representatives from the Foothills Community Association

appeared before the Greater Vernon Advisory Committee

Thursday to once again lobby for 19.5 hectares of private

land to be purchased for park.

“It’s decision time,” Wyn Polnicky, Foothills association

member.

ADVERTISEMENT

The association has been seeking a park since 2010, but the

issue is being raised again because an adjacent piece of land

recently sold to developers for $1.3 million.

It’s believed the park site could cost about $1.4 million.

“We propose a reasonably expansive natural park. It has

tremendous recreational and scenic assets,” said Polnicky of

the views of Vernon, Coldstream and the electoral areas.

“It’s centrally located in the midst of Greater Vernon.”

https://www.vernonmorningstar.com/author/richard/
https://www.vernonmorningstar.com/news/
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A park would protect steep slopes and allow for

environmental integrity, according to ecologist Brian Arquilla.

“You have a tremendous resource there. It’s under-utilized,”

he said.

Jim Garlick, GVAC director, says the recent sale of park of the

property may be a catalyst for a park, such as occurred on

Middleton Mountain.

“With development, open space was taken,” he said.

GVAC is also trying to determine if a Foothills park would be

its jurisdiction or the responsibility of the City of Vernon.
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Foothills Park Gets Preliminary Support
Vernon, BC, Canada / 1075 Beach Radio Vernon
Pete McIntyre
November 02, 2017 11:16 am

Several dozen residents supporting a sub-regional park in Vernon’s Foothills neighborhood, packed today’s Greater Vernon Advisory
Committee meeting.

It may have made a di�erence as the committee agreed to include the idea in its parks plan, meaning it will consider it.

Wynn Polenicky from the 300 member Foothills Community Association says it’s a step in the right direction.

“It’s a step that had to be made. The Greater Vernon Advisory Committee had to accept that this park was going to be part of their
planning process and under they agency,” Polenicky told Kiss FM.

Polenickly was pleased that supporters came out for the meeting.

“I’m particularly pleased with the large turnout of supporters. There was a little round of applause when the decision was made. I
certainly didn’t ask for it, or prompt it, but I was glad to hear it.”

GVAC chair Juliette Cunningham says there are no guarantees of the idea proceeding, but they will consider it.

“That’s all that the sub-regional parks will include in the future, is trails and natural spaces, so that’s why it will be considered in the DCC
(development cost charge) bylaw.”

Cunningham says using DCC’s are one way the land could be purchased, if the committee decides to move forward.

She is not sure how long it will take for the board to make a decision on the 48 acre site which is currently not developed and owned by
three di�erent parties.

“I think it will be really important for the regional district to communicate with the City of Vernon because I know there’s some
development occurring in that area, so there will have to be that conversation.”

GVAC director Mike Macnabb suggests a consultant could look at the proposal and develop a strategy.

“Then we can decide if it �ts into the plan.”
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Sustainable Environment Network Society
Promoting environmental awareness in the North Okanagan
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Foothills Park

The Foothills Community Association seeks your
endorsement for the creation of a natural park to
be situated above the developed part of
Foothills (Please be assured that any endorsement
in no way entails financial commitment.)

Such a park would provide spectacular views over
all of Greater Vernon, preserve habitat in an area
formally identified as ecologically sensitive, and
link to the Grey Canal Trail and thus add to a
necklace of parks and trails that serve as a
gateway to Silver Star. The area under
consideration has spectacular rocky bluffs and
already has rough trails which provide access to
viewpoints via a nearly flat route, as well as
offering more physically demanding paths to
access them. It would provide a restful place for
peaceful personal renewal where one could enjoy
the panoramic views, wildlife in its natural setting
and be a destination for tourists.

All of these attributes, we believe, make the park
(see proposed outline illustrated below) significant
enough to be deemed Sub-Regional, i.e. under the aegis of Greater Vernon (Vernon, Coldstream
and Areas B and C together). The proposed footprint is covered almost entirely by wildlife
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corridors or High Sensitivity zones as identified in the 2014 Environmental Management Areas
Strategy produced for governmental guidance. We encourage you to walk the area in question and
would be happy to host walkabouts for any interested individuals or groups.

We will present the case for such a park at a meeting of the Greater Vernon Advisory Committee
on 5 October. We are doing this now since some of the lands which are vital for this park have been
sold recently and may be considered for development. While we are absolutely not opposed to
development, we wish to have a portion of these lands preserved for future generations. Your
attendance at that meeting would be most welcome as would your endorsement of the idea prior to
that date.

Thank you for your consideration!

Wynn Polnicky 
Foothills Community Association Parks and Trails Coordinator

mailto:aslwynn@telus.net?subject=Foothills%20Park
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Mailing Address

SENS, c/o the Boys and Girls Club, 3300-37  Ave., Vernon, V1T 2Y5

Add new comment  Printer-friendly  v ersion  Send by  email

P.S. We have been kicking around prospective names for the park – all suggestions are welcome!
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